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MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE

RISKED THEIR LIVES FOR THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST

ring on to an erected pole.  He can stand
anywhere, at any distance, to throw the ring
in the pole.  Some will stand close to the
pole and just put the ring; some will stand at
a distant place - taking a risk and try to throw
the ring.  These students were selected - the
reason being - they were willing to take a
calculated risk.  Yes! As a disciple of Jesus
Christ, we must be willing to take not only a
'calculated risk', but also 'unlimited risk'
sometimes.  The Church of Jesus Christ in
particular, and the world at large, have
received their greatest inspiration from those
men and women who were ready to hazard
their lives to achieve their goals at any cost -
people who considered their goals more
precious than their earthly existence.  Many
years back, one senior professor in his forties,
went for a 20 km. mountaineering trip

"So we all agreed to choose some men
and send them to you with our dear friends
Barnabas and Paul - who have risked their
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Acts 15:26).

If you read the life stories and the
biographies of great men of this world, you
will always find one common trait and
characteristics that has dominated their lives.
It is the spirit of adventure and boldness in
taking a risky and dangerous step in their
lives.  When they were called upon to take a
momentous decision, they will not hesitate a
moment.  God loves those who are ready to
take risk in their lives.  In my Engineering
College, often campus interviews are held to
select some prospective students for starting
small-scale industries.  Each student will be
given a ring and he is required to throw the
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along with our students.  They reached the
top of the mountain - just 20 feet below the
pinnacle.  Reaching the pinnacle of the
mountain involved some risk.  Many students
took the calculated risk and received the joy
of reaching the pinnacle of the mountain - the
very spirit and purpose of the mountaineering
club.  But that philosophical professor, an
expert of communication theory, said, "What
do I get by standing on the pinnacle? This
risk is not worth taking."  Little did he realize
the fact that in his words he has put to
shame - Tenzing and Norway - the men 'who
hazarded their lives' to conquer and reach the
top of the Mount Everest for the first time.
The world always fondly remembers those
who laid down their lives for others.
Whenever I see any International Car Race in
TV, sometimes the car racing at 500 or 600
miles per hour - loses the track - flying over
the fence - making many somersaults before
crash landing.  I used to wonder how these
people never bother the risk of death at every
car race.   They appear to me as people who
are not afraid of danger and death.  They say,
'cowards die every day and bold people die
only once'.  Of course, believers of Jesus
Christ never die.  Look at the man - trying to
make a record in the Guinness Record Book
- who successfully jumped bare-body from the
height of many thousands of metres but
crushed his body into pieces, when he
attempted for the second time - for still
greater heights.  Think of the scientist who
tasted cyanide, just to tell the world of
chemistry how the cyanide tastes - not only
died  in a split second, but also failed to
solve the riddle of 'how the cyanide tastes?'

Let us now turn our attention from the
world of science to the history of the church.

God is looking for men and women who are
ready not only to live for God, but also are
ready to embrace death for His cause.  Yes!
At the beginning of the message, we read
about the experienced senior Barnabas and
the talented junior Paul - the men who have
risked their very lives for the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ - men who were ready to
trade and exchange their precious lives for
the uplift and expansion of God's Kingdom on
earth.  If today's church is still having life, it is
because of the heroic death and martyrdom
of such people of God - who sealed their
testimony with their blood.  It was not a
pathetic, pitiable and helpless death, but
rather, it was a most glorious and heroic
death.  The testimony, life and death of these
heroes of faith, form the silver lining in the
history of the Church.  In this message, let us
try to capture and rediscover the spirit of
adventure and heroism of those men and
women as revealed in the scripture, who have
done exploits for God, standing as it were at
the very door of their death.

(1)  The Hebrew heroes - Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego (Dan. 3:16-18)
thrown into fiery furnace.

(2) Esther (4:16) who said, "If I perish, let
me perish" - for saving her people.

(3) Paul (Acts 20:24) - "none of these
(sufferings) move me, neither count I my
life dear unto myself".

(1) The Hebrew Heroes thrown into the
fiery furnace

I do not know the ages of these Hebrew
Heroes, but I am sure, they should have been
either in their teens or twenties.  Also
unknown is the fact how and where they got
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their faith and loyalty to their God - because
most of their youthful days were spent in an
alien nation - where these young people were
considered as second-class citizens.
However, they have already been given
charge over the province of Babylon (Dan.
3:12).  They have been doing extremely well
in their duties.  Because they were honest to
the core and were well-disciplined, it evoked
jealousy and hatred among some rank and
file of the king's palace.  If you are sincere
and honest, you can't avoid gaining the
enmity and hatred of some people.  So their
enemies were looking for some occasion to
find fault with them.  It is quite interesting to
know that these Chaldeans were unable to
find fault with the secular lives of these
Hebrew youth and then they turned their
guns on their religious faith and practice.
Then they succeeded in inventing an
allegation against them through their refusal
to bow down before the golden statue erected
by the King.  But all along, Shadrach and his
companions were not completely unaware of
the brewing trouble.  They knew pretty well
about the charges being framed against them.
When the King accused them, they were not
taken by surprise.  They were as cool as
ever.  Not only that, they answered the king's
allegation in a contemptuous manner.  Look
at the casual way with which they answered
the king's question!

"O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to
defend ourselves before you in this matter.  If
we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the
God we serve is able to save us from it, and
he will rescue us from your hand.  But even if
He does not, we want you to know O king,
that we will not serve your gods nor worship
the image of gold you have set up"

(Dan. 3:16-18).

I can see a holy zeal and anger in their
reply.  More than anyone else, they knew the
consequences that may befall them as a
result of their defiance and repudiation of the
King's command.  But still they were not
afraid.  They have taken a bold stand for
God.  King's golden statue was almost 90'
height.  It was gleaming in the blazing
afternoon sun.  Thousands of people which
included Shadrach and his companions, stood
before it.  When the music was played, all
those teeming millions fell before it and put
their heads in the dust.  But these bold
youngmen stood erect.  It is very difficult to
stand alone when all the people around you
fall down.  They do not want to break the
commandment of God by worshipping idols.

We all know what happened afterwards.
The king became furious and ferocious as a
lion.  May be, his anger was increased 7
times, he commanded the furnace also to be
heated 7 times hotter than usual and the
rebels to be thrown into the furnace.  When
people are angry, they lose their balanced
thinking.  Normally, the engineering factor of
safety for a furnace is 2 or 3 times.  Now it is
7 times the normal temperature.  Nobody
quite knew how to deal with this abnormal
situation.  Everything went beyond control.
As a result, a near mishap occurred.  The
flames consumed those who threw these
Hebrew youths into the furnace.  But for
these young people of God, it was absolutely
an 'Air-conditioned' room.  They enjoyed
walking in the fiery furnace so much, that
they were willing to come out only at the
instance of the king.  After walking in the fiery
furnace, all the three were given promotion.
(Dan. 3:30).
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Dear reader, are you also able to stand
up for God in such a trying situation?  When
everyone around is bowing down to the idols
of pride, greed and money and fame, are you
willing to take a stand for God and His
righteousness?  As a follower of Jesus, you
just learn to live your life before God, never
bothering about what others do.  May be, in
your office, receiving bribe is the order of the
day.  We are not to go with the crowd, but we
got to swim against the current like a fish.
Remember that you are a child of God.  We
are in this world, but we are not of this world.

Fredrick the Great King, was a scoffer.
He often used to crack jokes about God.
One day, at a great gathering of many Army
Generals and statesmen, the king cracked a
vulgar joke on Jesus Christ, and the whole
crowd burst into laughter.  Among the
distinguished gathering was a devout
Christian Army General, Von Zealand.  This
man of God rose up and said: "O King, you
know that I have not feared death.  I have
fought and won 38 battles for you.  I am an
old man now.  Soon I will  be going into the
presence of the Almighty God greater than
you, and the One who saved me from my
sins, my Lord Jesus Christ, whom you have
blasphemed today."  When the King heard
these words, he trembled and said, "General
Von Zealand, I beg your pardon".  Then a
great silence and awesome presence of God
fell upon the whole crowd as they dispersed
silently.

Yes! Let us be never afraid of standing
alone or with the right minority, which one
day may become a majority.  In the early
days of the reformers, one of his enemies
told him, "It seems, the whole world is

against you".  But the reformer, bold as a
lion, retorted back, "Then be it known that I
stand against the whole world".  Yes! Right is
right, even if the whole world is against it.
Wrong is wrong, even if the whole world is
for it.  On the tomb of John Knox, the great
reformer, was written:"Here lies a man who
feared none but God".  Yes! The more we
fear God, the less we will fear men.

John Wesley once said, "Give me a
hundred men who fear nothing but sin, and
desire nothing but God, and I wil shake the
world.  Such people only will overthrow the
kingdom of Satan, and build up the Kingdom
of God on earth".

Stand up Stand up for Jesus
Ye soldiers of the cross
Lift high High royal banner
It must not suffer loss
From victory unto victory
His Army shall He lead
Till every foe is vanquished
And Christ is Lord indeed.

2) Esther

If there was a contest to select the boldest
women in the Bible, I think there will be a tie
between Esther and Deborah.  But I would
vote for Esther because, for Deborah, it was
only a battle where death was neither in the
immediate context, nor was imminent.  But for
Esther, death was very real and very close,
literally at the door-step.  Like a Damocles'
sword, death was hanging over her head in a
hair-thin twain.  Anyone who dares to enter
into the King's presence without prior
appointment invites death, as certainly as a
man falling in front of a speedy train.  But
Esther took that extreme step of not only
risking her crown, but her very life.
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Then, Esther sent this reply to Mordecai,
"Go, gather together all the Jews, fast for me.
Do not eat or drink for three days,  night and
day; I and my maids will fast as you do.
When this is done, I will go to the King, even
though it is against the law.  And if I perish, I
perish".  So, Mordecai went away and carried
out all of Esther's instructions.  (Es. 4:15-17)

The Jewish race and hence the future
Church of God, was at its cross-road.  It was
a momentous time in the history of the
people of Israel.  They were facing a certain
and total annihilation - only matched by the
great massacre perpetuated by Hitler and
Eichmann during the World War II.  God was
looking for someone who would stand in the
gap and make up the hedge.  The mantle fell
on Esther.  The challenge of saving her
people from total destruction was given to her
through Mordecai.  (4:8). But Esther hesitated
and failed initially. How can I go into the
king's presence?  Is it not a suicidal attempt?
When Mordecai was told of Esther's
hesitation to come to the rescue of her
people, he drove a nail r ight on her, by
sharply reacting as follows:

"Do not think that because you are in the
king's palace, you alone of all the Jews, will
escape.  For if you remain silent at this time,
relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise
from another place, but you and your father's
family will perish.  And who knows - you have
come to royal position for such a time as
this".

These biting words stung Esther like a
scorpion.  For a moment, she was filled with
anger.  But soon, reasoning and realism
prevailed over her.  She realized her
responsibility.  Time has come to offer herself

as the saviour of the Jewish race.  This is not
the time to think of her own safety and
security.  Suddenly, she felt God's Power and
zeal surging into her being.  At last, she
decided to call the shots.  She rose to the
occasion.  Being filled with holy zeal, she tells
Mordecai to fast.  It is quite interesting here
to note that in the beginning, Esther did what
Mordecai instructed her; (Vs. 2:20), but now it
is the other way around.  Mordecai went and
carried out all of Esther's instructions.  When
Smt. Indira Gandhi was the Prime Minister of
India, Indian Newspapers often described her
as the only 'man' in the cabinet.

God honoured the bold and deathless
words of Esther, 'If I perish, let me perish'.
The imminent annihilation of the Jews was
stopped.  But more than that, the most
significant victory for the Jews came through
the King's order to hang Haman, the arch
enemy of the Jews.  He was hanged on the
very gallows he prepared to hang Mordecai.
All the enemies of Jews were destroyed.  It
was a time of happiness and joy, gladness
and honour. (8:16).

Dear reader, are you ready to risk your
life for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ?
We all know the heroic death of 5 American
Missionaries.  In 1956, five American
Missionaries who were attempting to reach
the untamed Auca Indians, were killed by
them in the Palm Beach in the jungle of
Ecuador.  They were Jim Elliot, Pete Fleming,
Nate Saint, Ed MaCully and Roger Youderian.
America issued 5 memorial stamps - ten
years after the tragedy.  One of the sisters of
the slain missionaries and the wife of Jim
Elliot, translated the Bible in the Auca Indian's
l a n g u a g e . T h e  mu r d e r e r s  o f  t h e s e
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missionaries, six of them, were not only
converted, but became themselves
missionaries and they have taken the risk of
evangelizing the neighbouring tribes.  Today,
there are thousands of Christians among
these savages.  It is because those 5
missionaries, not only took the risk , but
actually paid the price of their precious lives.

As you read this article, make up your
mind not only just to live for God, but also
ready to risk your lives for Jesus, if needed
and called upon.  God loves those who are
willing to do daring deeds for God's Kingdom,
risking their personal lives.  If God is asking
you to do it, be bold.  God was calling
Gideon to take up the role in the war against
the formidable enemies - Philistines.  Gideon
was afraid and hesitant.  Then God
encouraged him, "You, the mighty man of
valour, go with this strength that you have.
You shall smite the Philistines!"  Gideon,
though doubtful and vacillating at the
beginning, took the risk of reducing the army
strength from 22,000 to a mere 300 - planned
his strategy well and eventually, scored a fine
victory over the enemies.  If you take a bold
step for God, God will honour your faith and
courage and will reward you with victory.

"And what shall I say more? For the time
would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and
of Samson and of Jephthae and of David
…… Who through faith subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained promises …..
Out of weakness were made strong, waxed
valiant in fight, turned to fight the armies of
the aliens." (Heb. 11:32-34)

3) Paul

"But none of these things move me,
neither count I my life dear unto myself, so

that I might finish my course with joy". "Then
Paul answered, what mean ye to weep and
to break mine heart? For I am ready not to
be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem
for the name of the Lord". "I am now ready to
be offered."  (Acts 20:24; 21:13; II Tim 4:6)

These words of Paul reflect his mental
makeup and his spirit of determination, not
only to suffer for the name of Jesus, but also
ultimately seal it with his blood.  Seeing some
of our loved ones for the last time in our
lives, and telling them openly so, is something
too much to bear for any human being.  For
Paul, it was an ordinary act.  For his friends,
it was unbearable.  They fell on his neck and
wept over him - especially over his statement
'that they shall see him no more hereafter'.
(Acts 20:37-38).  When his friends, out of love
and affection, asked him not to take the risk
of going over to Jerusalem and getting into
trouble, Paul showed his grit of determination
by telling them, "I am ready not only to be
bound, but also to die".  Yes! No force on this
earth can prevent this all-time great Christian,
in going all out for God.  Yes! If someone is
prepared to die for a good cause, nothing can
prevent him.

Paul, writing to Galatians (4:12), exhorts
us to follow his steps.  If we want to follow
Paul in this aspect of our Christian life and
dedication, we must know the secret of Paul's
dedication.  His statement of allegiance to the
cause of God, "For me, to live is Christ, and
to die is a gain", must have come from a
heart fully immersed in God's love.  The one
great motivating and driving force in Paul's life
was God's love.  He says, "the love of God
constrains me".  Yes! Paul was a prisoner of
God's love.  He was a born slave to God's
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love.  The greatest force in this world, nay in
the universe, is 'Love'. " Among Hope, Faith,
and Love, the greatest is love" - the Bible
tells us (I Cor. 13:13).

Dear reader, as you read this article,
open your heart so that God's love may flood
it thoroughly.  Those whose hearts are filled
with God's love, will not stay quiet, but they
shall do exploits for God.  In Romans 5:5 we
read that, "God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit".  If you
and I are filled with God's love, we will be
ready to do anything under the sun for God.
As I write this, I am reminded of the following
story which demonstrates the power of
mother's love.

Many years back, one pregnant woman
escaped from the communist-ruled North
Korea into the South Korea.  After getting into
an area of safety, she fell down under a
bridge in the night.  The weather was very
chill.  Cold winds were blowing all over.
There was no one to help her.  The birth
pang began.  Soon she delivered a boy child
in that lonely place.  The child, being unable
to bear the sub-zero temperature, was
shivering with great agony.  The mother, in an
attempt to save the child, removed her own
clothing and wrapped it around the child to
make it warm.  Somehow, the night passed
away.  Next morning, an American missionary
couple chanced to pass through that bridge.
When they saw the mother and the child
under the bridge, for a moment their blood
became cold.  The mother was lying dead
and naked.  The child was alive and crying .
After burying that woman with all honour and
dignity, they brought up the child.  When he
was grown up, these missionaries told the

boy all about his mother.  After knowing how
his mother gave her very life for him, he ran
to his mother's graveyard, in a cold and
windy day - removed his tiny trouser and the
small shirt - rolled over his mother's grave
with bare body - uncontrollably sobbing all the
time, and crying, "Mummy, You have suffered
like this for me".

"Very rarely will anyone die for a
righteous man, though for a good man
someone might possibly dare to die.  But God
demonstrates His own love for us in this:
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us"
(Rom. 5:7,8).

As we come to the close of this article
on 'men and women who have risked their
lives for the name of Jesus Christ', we cannot
help thinking of Stephen who was stoned to
death (Acts 7:55-59).  When he was stoned,
the Bible says, "he was filled with the Holy
Ghost" and that "Jesus stood on the right
hand of God".  Presumably being unable to
bear the sufferings of his disciple, Jesus
stood up.  Though Stephen knew pretty well
what is going to befall on him, he preached
and continued to preach, because he strongly
believed that a preacher must get either
stones or souls.  Who knows, every stone
hurled at him, must have been converted into
souls.  Also we must think of Moses, who
was ready to relinquish his status as the son
of the daughter of Pharaoh, and chose to
suffer with the people of God, than the
treasures of Egypt (Heb. 11:24-26).  So also,
Ruth, the woman showed a remarkable faith
in the God of her mother-in-law.  Everyone
including her mother-in-law expected her to
go away to her father's place.  But she stuck
to her mother-in-law.  Her decision to follow



her husband's mother and her God, is quite

strange and inexplicable, probably impelled

and influenced by some unknown divine

power and guidance.  God honoured her bold

step (Ruth 2:11).  What about Jephthah's

daughter who was willing to die as a spinster,

as a result of her father's rash vow made

before God(Jud. 11:31), after his victorious

return from the war!  One cannot but

appreciate and admire his daughter's spirit of

boldness and sacrifice to die, just to keep her

father's sacred vow.

Are you willing to risk your life for the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ?  May be, you

are called upon to take a firm stand for God,

like Shadrach and his friends and even

required to walk along the fiery furnace of

trials and temptations in your Christian life

and service.  Be bold, God will walk with you

as the fourth person.  Like Esther, be willing

to say, "If I perish, let me perish for Jesus".

Like Paul, be ready to say, "I am ready not

only to be bound and to suffer for Jesus, but

also to die for Him".  Then you will be

classified under the select band of Heroes of

Faith - of Men and Women who have risked

their lives for the name of Jesus Christ.

There is only one life.  Soon it will pass

away.  What we have done for Christ will only

remain forever.

- Rev. Prof. S. Panneer Selvam

EDITORIAL
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Dear Readers of Saththiya Vaarthai,

Greetings to you in the sweet name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

I praise God for the love and concern that
you all have been extending to this Ministry.  This
IBT Ministry is being sustained till date, only by
the love, prayers and contributions of the children
of God like you.  We appeal to you to continue to
extend your love, affection, prayers and
contribution and support this beloved ministry
of yours.

"For it is not a vain thing for you; because it
is your life", says God, expressing His Will in
total, in His written Word to man through the
scriptures.  So, he/she who abides by His Word
and walks accordingly, will live by it; his/her days

shall be multiplied, and his/her years shall be
increased.  To those who keep them in their
heart, they are life unto those that find them,
and health to all their flesh.  They give us all the
blessings, both for this life and for the spiritual
blessings in the highest in Christ.  We can also
receive joy, peace and comfort of God.  God's
Word bestows upon us innumerable blessings.

Yes! Dear beloved in Christ, "Blessed are
they that hear the Word of God, and keep it"
(Luke 11:28), says our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

Last month, on 7th January 2018, Dr.
Santha Prabhu Raj gave God's message and
Bro. Regi Jellipara explained about IBT's
ministries in the Sunday worship service of St.
Thomas Evangelical Church of India, Trissur,



9

Kerala.  We are grateful to the Pastors,
Committee Members and the congregation for
granting this opportunity to IBT.

On 5th January 2018, members of the
General Council conducted a review of the
progress of Translation work of Translators in
Baduga and Saurashtra languages, at the IBT
Centre, Coimbatore.   A Planning Meeting was
held at IBT Centre, Coimbatore on 14th and
15th January 2018.  On 26th January 2018, a
One-Day Special Meet was organized at the
Parish Hall of CSI Christ Church, Trichy Road,
Coimbatore, in a grand manner.  Sis. Sujana,
Kovai, gave God's message, and Prof. Vanaraj,
(Retired Principal) introduced about IBT's
Ministries before the gathering.

For the Glory of the name of Jesus Christ,

and with the intention of reaching The Word of

God to all types of people in different parts of

India, IBT is making efforts to translate the Holy

Bible into various Bible-less languages.  Please

pray for the growth and expansion of this IBT

Ministry.

We pray God to bless you all in all your ways

and to protect you in every field.

Your brother in His service.

- R. John William

FIELD NEWS
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Translator :  Bro. S.N.Sankar
Mission Field :  Tiruc hy (Tamil Nadu)

Langua ge : Saurashtra

May the name of the Lord be glorified!  By
the leading grace of Lord Jesus Christ, I could
complete language checking work last month: I
Kings, II Kings, and I Samuel from Chapters 15
to 24.  There are some difficulties in finding
suitable words in Saurashtra language for
certain Biblical terms.  For words such as
harvest, astrologer, priest, ox, calf, leader,
temple, caretaker, watchman, neighbour, etc.
there are no matching words in Saurashtra
language that can reflect the correct meaning.
It is a trying time to get suitable words in order
to complete the total translation work.  I am
carrying out spelling corrections very carefully,
with the help of Sis. Sarala, my language

translation helper.  She is of great help to speed
up the language checking, besides enabling her
also to learn this Translation work. Please pray
for the speedy completion of translation of Full
Bible in Saurashtra language and for my ministry.

—————•—————

Translator : Bro. Meena Raju
Mission Field : Tiger Block, H.D. Kotta

(Karnataka)
Language : Vagri

Glory be to the Holy name of our Lord!  By
the grace of God, last month I could translate
into Vagri language, New Testament book of
Revelation from 7:1 to 13:7.  As soon as this
translation gets completed, language checking
and keying-in of the entire New Testament in
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Computer will be taken up.  Please pray for the
early completion of all these works and for the
eventual publishing and release of New
Testament in Vagri language.

—————•—————

Translator : Bro. Azariah Madiri
Mission Field : Podia (Odisha)

Language : Koya

By the abundant grace of the Lord, I could
translate last month in the New Testament,
Gospel of Luke Chapters 1 to 7 into Koya
language.  Riding my bicycle, I visited villages
Palla guda, Mottum guda, Shanthi Nagar, Rasa
guda, Machchi guda, Palm ketta, Kunjana palli,
Kumar guda, Sodi guda, Kamar guda and
Bappen Palli, preaching the Gospel and prayed
for many persons.  Here is the testimony of Sis.
Sabita of Pusaguda village: The sister conceived
5 years after her marriage and the entire family
were rejoicing over it.  After two months, she
had severe stomach pain.  She was admitted to
a hospital, but she had a miscarriage and as a
result, she suffered a great pain continuously.
One day I was called to pray for her.  I first
preached the Gospel and advised them to keep
full faith in Jesus Christ.  I applied oil and prayed
for her and the graceful Lord heard the prayer.
She is now totally relieved from her persisting
stomach pain.  Glory be to God alone! Please
pray for the release of the Gospel of Matthew in
Koya language in 2018.

—————•—————

Translator : Bro. G. Hanumanth
Mission Field : Reni Bennur (Karnataka)

Language : Lambani

Greetings in the sweet name of Jesus
Christ!

By the abundant grace of the Lord, last
month translation and language checking could
be completed in respect of Gospel of Luke
Chapters 8 to 15. Gospel of Mark has already
been translated in Lambani language and is
being distributed.  Work regarding release of
New Testament in Lambani language is being
undertaken.  Apart from this I visited villages
Govind padaven, Padmavathi Nagar, Magoth,
Kattagi, Kamadoth, Bayathgi, etc. preaching the
Gospel.  Brothers Samuel, Shankar, Ashwin,
sisters Sangeetha, Saroja, and Rathnamma are
willing to take Baptism.  Please pray for them
and for my translation work.

—————•—————

Translator : Bro. Samuel
Mission Field : Vattalakki (Kerala)
Language : Irula (Velliyangadu)

Glory be to the name of the Lord!  Translation
of New Testament into Irula (Velliyangadu)
language has been completed.  Language
checking has also been completed in respect of
Gospel of Matthew, Epistles to Galatians,
Philippians, I Corinthians, I and II Thessalonians,
I and II Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews,
James, I and II Peter, I, II and III John and the
book of Revelation, with the help of two persons
who are well-versed in Irula language.  In the
Old Testament, key-in work has been completed
in respect of Joshua Chapters 1 to13.  While
visiting villages preaching the Gospel, we met a
sister suffering from cancer, who has been
declared as having 'no hope' by the doctors.  She
is undergoing treatment in a hospital and we
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have been praying for her for more than a month.
The doctors now say that sister Jeyaseeli has
been showing improvement in her health
condition.  Please pray for her.  Also pray for the
salvation of the hill-tribes, to get rid of their old
traditions and belief, to know Jesus Christ and
to accept Him as their Saviour, to get liberated
from habits of   drinking, drugs, etc and to receive
the Gospel when preached.  Pray for my
translation work and for my family.

—————•—————

Translator : Bro. Narayan Puria
Mission Field : Puria Kudi (Odisha)

Language : Konda Porja

Glory be to the Holy name of our Lord!  By
the abundant grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
language checking of New Testament translated
into Konda Porja language could be completed
in respect of Gospel of John - Chapters 4 to 12.
I visited villages preaching the Gospel.  Many
believers from these places say that if a Sunday
Worship Service is conducted in their place, they
would like to participate and be blessed.  When

I conducted a Sunday service there, 21 believers

took part.  There is no church over there.  Please

pray to meet the financial needs for building a

church and for regularly conducting worship

services.

—————•—————

Translator/Missionary :
Bro. Christdan Namrosil

Mission Field : Nanganal (Odisha)
Language : Deshia

Glory be to the name of the Lord!  Last

month, language checking of Old Testament

books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther and Job could

be completed.  I am carrying out my translation

work speedily to enable the release of Entire

Bible in Deshia language as early as possible.  I

visited villages Churchunida, Koobaguda,

Rajada, Bodo Masigan, Pondudo, etc. preaching

the Gospel.  I distributed 21 copies of New

Testament translated into Deshia language by

IBT in these places.  Pray for my translation work

and for my family.

PRAY AND PRAISE
that Full Bible can be printed and released

in Baduga and Saurashtra languages in

Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarhi language in

Chhattisgarh, and in Bhojpuri language in

Uttar Pradesh.

3. Please pray for the early completion of

exegetical checking by BSI in respect of

New Testament translated into Sambalpuri

and Mundari languages of Odisha state.

1. In the state of Chhattisgarh, translation

checking of New Testament in Halbi and

Kuduk languages is being carried out

speedily.  Praise the Lord!  Please pray for

printing and release of New Testament in

these two languages in this year.

2. Please pray for the early completion of

exegetical checking of the translated

portions, by the Bible Society of India, so
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4. Pray for the early completion of the

preparatory work to bring out at least one

book of Gospel this year, in Kuvi, Soura,

and Koya languages of Odisha.

5. Pray for the early commencement of BSI

exegetical checking of New Testament

translated in Irula (Kunjappanai) and Irula

(Velliyangadu) languages of Tamil Nadu

and for their subsequent release.

6. Pray for solving of the land dispute and

removal of all obstacles in the construction

of churches at our mission stations, Attigan

and Nanganal, for the Glory of God.

7. Praise the Lord for the successful

completion of the construction of

Compound Wall around our Children's

Home at Bappen Palli in the Malkangiri

district of Odisha.  Pray for meeting the

needs and for carrying out repairs to the

Mini-Church, Missionaries' house and other

repairs required to be done in that Home.

8. By the abundant grace of God, a Planning

Meeting was held on 14th and 15th January

2018, and various decisions were taken for

the expansion of IBT Ministries.  Pray for

the Guidance of God for the implementation

of the decisions in the right direction.

9. On 26th January 2018, a One-Day Meet

was held at the Parish Hall of CSI Christ

Church, Trichy Road, Coimbatore in a

grand manner.  Praise the Lord for the same

and for the message delivered by Sis.

Sujana Raja in that meeting.  Pray for the

people who listened to the message to grow

in the Lord, and for involving in a bigger

way for the expansion of IBT Ministries.


